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NEW-YORk,  SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  18.  1815. 


GENERAL  JACKSON. 


Some  notice  of  the  life  and  character  of 
General  Jackson  will  be  desirable  at  this 
time  to  the  readers  of  your  columns.  The 
distinguished  post  he  at  present  occupies, 
^the  honourable  manner  in  which  he-  has 
brought  the  Creek  war  to  a  termination, 
’  the  unexampled  enthusiasm  i/vhich  he  has 
instilled  into  his  array  in  defence  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  confidence  which  he  has  every 
where  obtained,  through  this  vast  country, 
has  excited  much  curiosity,  on  the  part  of 
the  {mldic,  to  become  more  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him.  The  writer  of  the  Cri¬ 
sis  will  gratify  as  far  as  in  his  power,  this 
anxiety  for  information  concerning  a  man 
whose  life  will  constitute,  and  has  constitu¬ 
ted  already,  an  important  epoch  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  country.  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son  was,  as  1  am  told,  born  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  where  he  received  a  liberal  education, 
and  at  an  early  age  commenced  the  practice 
of  the  law.  He  >vas  esteemed  eminent  in 
his  profession.  'His  speeches  at  the  bar 
were  always  considered  nervous  and  admi¬ 
red  for  the  perspicuity  of  the  style ;  he  was 
pointed  out  to  me,  in  Knoxville,  as  an  ele¬ 
gant  scholar.  In  early  life  he  was  poor, 
his  industry  soon  made  him  rich  ;  generous 
and  brave  in  his  disposition,  he  was  esteem¬ 
ed  by  all  who  knew  him  ;  and  bis  influence 
soon  liecame  extensive;  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Tennessee  convention,  and 
had  a  large  share  in  the  formation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  state.  On  the  admission 
of  Tennessee  into  the  union  as  a  sister 
state,  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  from  wltlch  he  was  subsequently 
transferred  by  the  Tennessee  legislature  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  States.  This  last 
station  he  occupied  until  he  was  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  law  and 
equity  of  Tennessee,  which  last  named  of¬ 
fice  he  held  for  several  years.  On  giving 
up  this  appointment,  which  he  filled  wdth 
honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his 
country,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  mi¬ 
litary  a^t,  arid  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  Ma¬ 
jor  General  of  militia.  In  the  capacity  of 
an  officer  at  the  head  of  an  army,  comment 
Is  unnecessary ;  he  has  appearedj  and  yet 
appears,  covered  with  glory ;  the  laurels 
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standard,  will  bloom  for  ages.  His  person' 
remains  to  be  noticed.  He  is  tall,  thin,  and 
spare,  but  muscular  and  hardy,  with  an  eye 
quick  and  penetrating.  I  have  frequently 
seen  General  Jackson,  and  such  was  the 
impression  his  appearance  made  on  my 
mind,  that  I  have  said  to  myself,  he  is  a 
man  of  iron.  Adversity  can  make  no  im¬ 
pression  on  a  bosom  braced  by  such  deci¬ 
sion  .and  firmness  as  is  visible  in  his  face 
and  his  manners — quite  the  contrary.  It 
is  true,  he  sports  not  with  the  feelings  of 
others,  and  no  one  is  permitted  to  wound 
his  with  impunity  ;  but  then  he  is  gay,  com¬ 
municative  and  liberal,  and  the  more  you 
get  acquainted  with  him,  the  more  you  ad¬ 
mire  and  indeed  love  him.  To  be  a  patriot, 
a  soldier  and  a  gentleman,  is  sufficient  to 
secure  the  inviolable  friendship  of  this  high¬ 
ly  distinguished  citizen. 

To  the  poor  he  is  liberal,  to  the- unfortu¬ 
nate  he  is  charitable,  to  the  humblest  pri¬ 
vate  he  is  mild  and  tender,  to  the  base  and 
disaflected  to  his*  country  stem  and  unbend¬ 
ing,  and  yet  just.  He  is  now  about  t  - 
five,  but  he  has  a  juvenility  of  appearau  .3 
that  w^ouid  make  him  ten  years  younge^. 
The  general  is  married,  hut  has  no  childre 
If  in  the  field  and  at  the  head  of  armies  i  a 
battle,  w  e  admire  the  dauntless  soldier ;  we 
love  the  man  wdio  at  home,  and  in  retire¬ 
ment,  is  hospitable  and  friendly,  and  in  this 
particular  the  general  is  pre-eminently  con¬ 
spicuous.  Author  of  the  Crisis. 

General  Coffee  is  a  native  of  Nottoway 
county,  Virginia.  Richmond  Enquirer. 

Translated  for  the  Baltimore  Patriot. 

MANDATE 

Of  the  apostolic  administrator  of  the  diocess  ff 
Louisiana,  to  the  clergy  and  faithful  qf  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  to  order  public  prayers. 

Dearly  6elo?ed  Brethren ! 

Whilst  our  brave  warriors,  Ird  on  by  the  he¬ 
ro  of  the  Floridas,  prepare  to  defend  our  altars 
and  firesides  against  foreign  invasion,  it  behoves 
us,  ministers  of  the  Most  High,  and  all  of  you, 
Christians,  whom  the  weakness  of  your  sex  or 
whose  age  prevents  your  taking  an  active  p  jt 
in  this  important  struggle,  to  unite  under  the 
banners  of  religion,  and  implore  -the  Divine 
ih-etectioB  on  the  arms  of  our  defenders.  J«si 
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and  holy  as  is  our  cause ;  vrell  founded  as  is  our 
contideuce  in  the  intrepidity  of  our  soldiers, 
and  ill  the  experience  of  the  chief  who  com¬ 
mands  them ;  we  must  not  however,  forget, 
that  victory  as  well  as  defeat  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Siipi*eme  Arbiter  of  human  destinies,  and 
that  if  he  does  not  watch  over  our  interests,  in 
vain  are  thousands  of  arms  raised  to  protect 
them. — What  cause  was  ever  more  holy,  more 
adequate  to  inspire  perfect  confidence  in  its  de¬ 
fenders,  than  that  of  the  Israelites  ?  God  him¬ 
self  had  promised  to  deliver  their  enemies  into 
their  hands,  ajid  yet  Moses,  whilst  looking  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain  on  the  host  of  Israel, 
engaged  with  that  of  Amelec  on  the  plain,  did 
not  cease  to  keep  his  suppliant  bands  raised  to 
Heaven,  as  long  as  the  combat  remained  unde¬ 
cided  ;  and  victory  was  declared  to  be  the  re¬ 
ward  of  the  prayers  of  the  just,  rather  than  of 
the  valour  of  the  combatants. 

1  have  said  of  the  just,  dearly  beloved  bre¬ 
thren,;  because  our  prayers,  in  order,  to  be 
efficacious,  ought  to  proceed  from  a  pure  heart. 
•‘The  prayer  of  the  impious,  (says  the  Lord,] 
is  an  abomination  in  ray  eyes.**  Alas !  dare  we 
fiatter  ourselves  that  the  scourge  which  is  at  our 
doors,  is  not  the  punishment  of  our  iniquities  ?  | 
Let  us  then  put  an  end  to  the  c^nseofour  evils, 
if  we  wish  to  see  those  evils  terminate.  Ah 
I»ow  irritated  soever  Heaven  may  be,  we  know 
how.  much. a  contrite  and  humble  heart,  may 
contribute  to  disarm  its  vengeance.  It  was  that 
which  procured  for  the  guilty  Ninevah  the  re- 
.  vocation  of  that  fatal  decree  which  seemed  to 
deprive  her  of  every  hope.  Like  her,  dearly 
beloved  brethren,  “  let  iis  humble  ourselves  un¬ 
der  the  powerful  hand  of  God,  so  that  he  may 
raise  us  up  in  the  day  of  bis  visitation  ;**  let  us 
enter'with  a  firm  step  into  the  ways  of  justice. 
We  may  then  hope  every  thing  from  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  this  God  of  goodness,  who  even  in 
the  height  of  his  anger,  desires  only  to  show 
mercy. 

To  enter  into  these  views,  and  to  offeri  by 
the  union  of  our  petitions,  a  holy  violence  to 
Heaven,  we  order,  that  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday  of  this  week,  public  prayers 
shall  be  said .  in  the  two  churches  of  this  city, 
llie  blessed  sacrament  shall  be  exposed  to  each 
church  from  the  beginning  of  the  first  mass  to 
the  end  of  the  last,  when  the  psalm  Miserere 
shall  be  sung,  and  a  benediction  given.  In  the 
afternoon  the  blessed  sacrament  shall  be  exposed 
frpim  4  o*olock  until  6,  during  which  time  the 
same  psalm  will  be  sung,  together  with  the  li¬ 
tany  of  the  blessed  virgin,  and  any  other  pray- 
ei*s  may  be  said  that  the  pastor  may  think 
proper ;  the  whole  to  be  terminated  as  in  the 
morning,  by  the  solemn  benediction  of  the  bless¬ 
ed  sacrament. 

And  this  our  present  mandate  shall  be  read  in 
the  two  churches  of  this  city,  at  the  morning 
and  evening  offices  of  this  day. 

Given  at  New  Orleans  the  18th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1814. 

WM.  DUBOURG,  Adtn,  Apost, 
By  order  JEAN  OLIVIER,  Pro^Sec. 


Extract  qf  a  note  from  the  Jdj,  Cenerat'.. 

Major  General  Jackson  directs  me,  sir,  to  ex¬ 
press  his  high  approbation  of  the  mandate  you' 
have  submitted  to  his  inspection,  and  requests 
you  cause  it  to  be  printed  and  circulated. 

(Signed)  THOS.  L.  BUTLER, 

Aid  de  Camp. 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP 
AMERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Among  the  many  evils  produced  by  the  wars, 
which,  with  little  intermission,  have  afflicted* 
i  Europe,  and  extended  their  ravages  into  other 
I  qiiaiters  of  the  globe,  for  a  period  exceeding  20 
I  years,  the  dispersion  of  a  considerable  portion 
i  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries,  in  sor¬ 
row  and  in  want,  has  not  been  the  least  Injurious 
to  human  happiness,  nor  the  least  severe  in  the 
trial  of  human  virtue. 

It  has  been  long  ascertained,  that  many  fo¬ 
reigners  flying  from  the  dangers  of  their  own 
home,  and  that  some  citizens  forgetful  of  their 
duty,  had  co-operated  in  forming-  an  establish¬ 
ment  on  the  Island  ofBarrataria,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  a 
clandestine  and  lawless  trade.  The  govern- 
inent  of  the  United  States  caused  the  establish¬ 
ment  to  be  broken  up  and  destroyed  :  and, 
having  obtained  the  means  of  designating  the 
offenders  of  every  description,  it  only  remained 
to  answer  the  demands  ot*  justice,  by  inflicting 
an  exemplary  punishment. 

But  it  has  since  been  represented,  that  the 
offenders  have  manifested  a  sincere  penitence  ; 
that'  they  have  abandoned  the  prosecution  of 
the  worst  cause  for  the  support  of  the  best ; 
and  particularly,  that  they  have  exhibited,  in 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  unequivocal  traits 
of  courage  and  fidelity.  Offenders,  who  have 
refused  to  become  the  associates  of  the  enemy 
in  the  war,  upon  the  most  seducing  terms  of  in¬ 
vitation  ;  and  who  have  aided  to  repel  his  hos¬ 
tile  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  can  no  longer-  be  considered  as  objects 
of  punishment,  but  as  objects  of  a  generous  for¬ 
giveness. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  seen,  with  great  satis- 
facti  in,  that  the  general  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana  earnestly  recommend  those  offender* 
to  the  benefit  of  a  full  pardon  :  And  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  that  recommendation,  as  well  as  in 
consideration  of  all  the  other  extraordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  ca.se,  I  James  Madison^  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  granting,  publishing 
and  declaring,  a  free  and  full  pardon  of  all  offen¬ 
ces  committed  in  violation  of  any  act  or  acts  of 
the  congress  of  the  said  United  States,  touch¬ 
ing  the  revenue,  trade  and  navigation  thereof, 
or  touching  the  intercourae  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  at  any 
time  before  the  eighth  day  of  January,  in -the 
present  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fltteen,  by.  any  person  or  persons  wbatsoeverji 
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being  iobabilabt^  of  Net?  Orleans  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country,  or  being  inhabitants  of  the  said 
island  of  Barrataria,  and  the  places  adjacent : 
Provided^  That  every  person,  claiming  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  full  pardon,  in  order  to  entitle  him¬ 
self  thereto,  shall  produce  a  certificate  in 
writing  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Lou¬ 
isiana,  stating  that  such  persoh  has  aided  ill  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  adjacent 
country,  during  the  invasion  thereof  as  afore¬ 
said. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  authorize  and  direct 
all  suits,  indictments,  and  prosecutions,  for 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  against  any  per¬ 
son,  or  persons  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  full  pardon,  forthwith  to  be  stayed, 
discontinued  and  released :  And  all  civil  Officers 
are  hereby  required,  according  to  the  duties  of 
their  respective  stations,  to  carry  this  procla¬ 
mation  into  immediate  and  faithful  execution. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  sixth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President, 

JAS.  MONROE, 
Acting  Secretary  qf  State. 

London,  November  11. 
PRINCE  REGENT’S  SPEECH : 

My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  arii  again  obliged 
to  announce  the  continuance  of  his  majesty’s  la¬ 
mented  indisposition. 

It  wouhl  have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to 
Communicate  to  yon  the  teriiiination  of  the  war 
between  this  country  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Although  this  war  originated  in  the  most  un¬ 
provoked  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  goCein- 
meut  of  the  United  States,  and  was  calculated 
to  promote  the  designs  of  the  common  enemy  of 
Europe  against  the  rights  and  independence  of 
all  other  nations,  I  never  have  ceased  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  sincere  desire  to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion 
on  just  and  honourable  terms. 

I  am  still  engaged  in  negotiations  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  ;  the  success  of  them  must,  however,  de¬ 
pend  on  my  disposition  being  met  with  corres¬ 
ponding  sentiments  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

The  operations  of  his  majesty’s  forces  by  sea 
and  land  in  the  Chesapeake,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year,  have  been  attended  With  the  most 
brilliant  and  successful  results. 

The  flotilla  of  the  enemy  in  the  Patuxent  has 
Wn  destroyed.  The  signal  defeat  of  their  land 
forces  enabled  a  detachment  of  his  majesty’s  ar¬ 
my  to  take  possession  of  the  city  of  Washing¬ 
ton  ;  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  cha¬ 
racterised  all  the  movements  in  that  quarter  has 
produced  on  the  inhabitants  a  deep  and  sensible 
impression  of  the  calamities  of  a  war  in  which 
Ihey  have  peen  so  wantouly  involved. 


TTie  expedition  directed  from  Halifax  to  the 
northern  coast  of  the  United  States  has  termina** 
ted  in  a  manner  not  less  satisfactory.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  course  of  this  operation  has  been  follow* 
ed  by  the  immedUte  submission  of  the  extensive 
and  important  district  east  of  the  Penobscet  ri¬ 
ver  to  his  majesty’s  arms. 

In  adverting  to  these  events,  I  am  confident 
you  Will  be  disposed  to  render  full  justice  to  the 
valour  and  discipline  which  have  distinguish^ 
his  majesty’s  land  and  sea  forces,  and  you  will 
regret  with  me  the  severe  loss  the  country  has 
sustained  by  the  fall  of  the  gallant  commander 
of  his  majesty’s  troops  in  the  advance  upon  Bal¬ 
timore. 

1  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  to  de¬ 
tach  a  Corisiderable  military  force  to  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  but  its  arrival  could  not  possibly 
take  place  till  an  advanced  period  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

Notwithstanding  the  reverse  which  appears  to 
have  tdken  place  oh  Lslke  Champlain,  I  enter¬ 
tain  the  diost  confident  expectations,  as  well 
from  the  amount  as  from  tlie  description  of  the 
British  force  noW  serving  in  Canada,  that  the 
ascendancy  of  his  majesty’s  arms  throughout 
that  part  Of  North  America  will  be  effectually 
established. 

The  opening  of  the  congress  at  Vienna  has 
been  retarded  from  unavoidable  causes,  to  a 
later  period  than  had  been  expected. 

It  will  be  my  earnest  endeavour  in  the  nego¬ 
tiations  which  are '  now  in  progress,  to  promote 
such  arrangements  as  may  tend  to  consolidate 
that  peace  which  in  conjunction  with  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  allies,  1  have  had  the  happiness  of  conclu¬ 
ding,  and  to  re-establish  that  just  equilibrinm, 
amongst  the  diflhrent  powers  which  will  afford 
the  best  prospect  of  permanent  tranquillity  in 
Europe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  hoiise  of  commons^ 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  the  large  expendi¬ 
ture  which  we  must  be  prepared  to  nieet  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year ;  but  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  nnder  which  the  long  and  arduous  contest  in 
Europe  has  been  carried  on  and  concluded,  have 
unavoidably  led  to  large  arrears,  for  which  you 
will  see  the  necessity  of  providing  *,  and  the  war 
still  subsisting  with  America,  renders  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  great  exertions  indispensable. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

The  peculiar  character  of  the  late  war,  as  well 
as  the  extraordinary  length  of  Its  duration,  must 
have  materially  affected  the  situation  ot  all  the 
countries  engaged  in  it,  as  well  as  the  commer¬ 
cial  relations  which  formerly  subsisted  between 
them. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  confident 
will  see  the  expediency  of  proceeding  with  mie 
caution  in  the  adoption  of  such  regulations  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  ol  extending 
our  trade  and  securing  our  present  advantages  ; 
and  you  may  rely  on  my  cordial  co-operation 
and  assistance  in  every  measure  which  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  constitute  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
his  majesty's  dooii  nions. 
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COI/ONIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Dow’iVino  street,  November  29. 

A  despatch  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
has  been  received  from  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
George  Provost,  Bart,  addressed  to  Earl  Bath- 
ui’st,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal  seci'etaries 
of  state : 

Headquarters^  Plattsburgh^ 

State  of  Nen-York,  Sept,  11,  1814. 

Mv  Lord— Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce* 
uieiiis  from  the  Garonne,  1  lost  no  time  in  assein* 
bling  three  brigades  on  the  frontier  of  Ijower 
Canada,  extending  fiorii  the  river  Richelieu  to 
the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  in  forming  them  into  a 
division,  under  the  command  of  Slajor  General 
De  Rottenburg,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
etfect  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent’s 
cammands,  which  had'  been  conveyed  to  me  by 
your  lordship  in  your  despatch  of  the  3d  of 
June  last.  As  the  troops  concentrated  and  ap¬ 
proached  the  line  of  separation  between  this 
pr(»v!Dce  and  the  United  States,  the  American 
army  abandoned  its  entrenched  camp  on  the 
river  Chazy,  at  Champlain  ;  a  position  1  imme¬ 
diately  seized,  and  occupied  in,  force  on  the 
3d  inst.  '  The  following  day  the  whole  of  the 
left  division  advanced  to  Uie  village  of  Chazy, 
without  meeting  the  least  opposition  from  the 
encifiy. 

On  the  5th,  it  halted  within  eight  miles  of 
this  place,  having  surmounted  the  difficulties 
created  by  the  obstructions  in  the  road,  from 
the  felling  of  trees,  and  the  removal  of  bridges. 
'I’hc  next  day,  the  division  moved  upon  Platts¬ 
burgh,  in  two  columns,  on  parallel  roads ;  the 
right  mlumnled  by  Major  Gen.  Powers’  brigade, 
supported  by  four  companies  of  light  infantry, 
and  a  demi-brigade,  under  Major  Gen.  Piobinson  ; 
the  left  by  Major  Gen.  Brisbane’s  brigade.  The 
enemy’s  militia,  supported  by  his  regulars,  at¬ 
tempted  to  impede  the  advance  of  the  right 
column,  but  were  driven  before  it  from  all  their 
positions,  and  the  column  entered  Plattsburgh. 
This  lapid  movement  having  reversed  the  strong 
position  taken  up  by  the  enemy  at  Dead  Creek, 
it  was  precipitately  abandoned  by  him,  and  his 
gunboats  alone  left  to  defend  the  ford,  and  to 
prevent  our  restoring  the  bridges,  which  had 
been  imperfectly  destroyed,  an  inconvenience 
soon  surmounted.  Here  1  found  the  enemy  in 
the  occupation  of  an  elevated  ridge  of  land  on 
the  south  branch  of  the  Saranac,  crowned  with 
three  strong  redoubts  and  other  field  works,  and 
block  bouses  armed  with  heavy  ordnance,  with 
their  fiotilla  (the  Saratoga,  26  guns ;  Surprise, 
20  guns;  Thunderer,  IfigMiis;  Preble,  7  guns; 
10  gunboats,  14  guns,)  at  anchor  out  of  gunshot 
from  the  shore,  consisting  of  a  ship,  a  brig,  a 
schooner,  a  sloop,  and  10  gunboats. 

1  immediately  communicated  the  circum¬ 
stance  to  Capt.  Downie,  who  bad  been  recently 
appointed  to  command  the  vessels  on  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  consisting  of  a  ship,  a  brig,  2  sloops,  and 
12  gunboats,  (the  Confiauce,  36  guns ;  Linnet,  18 
guns ;  Broke,  10  guns ;  Shannon,  10  guns ;  12 
gunboats,  16  guns]  and  requested  his  co-opera¬ 


tion  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  batteries  were  cem* 
stnicted  for  the  guns  brought  from  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  our  flotilla  was 
seen  over  the  isthmus  which  joins  Cumberland 
head  with  the  main  land  steering  for  Plattsburgh 
bay.  1  immediately  ordered  that  part  of  the 
brigade  under  Major  Gen.  Robinson,  which  had 
l)€en  brought  forward,  consisting  of  four  light 
infantry  companies,  3d  battalion  27th  and  76th 
regiments,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Powers*  brigade,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  3d,  5th  Ist  battalion  27th  and  58th 
regts.  to  force  the  ford  of  the  Saranac,  and  ad¬ 
vance,  provided  with  scaling  ladders,  to  escalade 
the  enemy’s  works  on  the  heights — this  force 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Geu» 
Robinson.  The  batteries  opened  the  fire  the 
instant  the  ships  engaged. 

It  is  now,  with  deep  concern,  I  inform  your 
lordship,  that,  notwithstanding  the  intrepid  va¬ 
lour  with  which  Capt.  Downie  led  his  flt)tilla 
into  action,  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  com¬ 
plete  success  were  not  long  afterwards  blasted, 
by  a  combination  as  it  appeared  to  us,  of  nn- 
forbinate  events,  to  which  naval  warfare  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  exposed.  Scarcely  had  his  majesty's 
troops  forced  a  passage  across  the  Saranac,  and 
ascended  the  height  on  which  stand  the  enemy’s 
works,  when,  I  hs^  the  extreme  mortificatioa  to 
hear  the  shout  of  victory  from  the  enemy’s 
works,  in  consequence  of  the  British  flag  being 
lowered  on  board  the  Confiauce  and  Linnet ; 
and  to  see  our  gunboats  seeking  their  safety  in 
flight.  This  unlocked  for  event  depriving  me  of 
the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  without  which 
the  further  prosecution  of  the  service  wjis  be¬ 
come  impracticable,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  arrest 
the  course  of  the  titwps  advancing  to  the  attack, 
because  the  most  complete  success  would  have 
been  unavailing,  and  the  possession  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works  offered  no  advantage  to  compensate 
for  the  loss  we  must  have  sustained  in  acquiring, 
possession  of  them. 

I  have  ordered  the  batteries  to  be  dismantled, 
the  guns  withdraw'n,  and  the  baggage  with  the 
w'ounded  men  who  can  be  removed,  to  Ikj  sent 
in  the  rear,  in  order  that  the  troops  may  be  sent 
to  Chazy  to-morrow',  and  on  the  following  day  to 
Champlain,  where  I  propose  to  halt  until  1  have 
ascertained  the  use  the  enemy  propose  making^ 
of  the  naval  ascendancy  they  have  acquired  on 
lake  Champlain.  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  returns  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
left  division  of  the  army  in  its  advance  to  Platts¬ 
burgh,  and  in  forcing  a  passage  across  the  river 
Saranac.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  he, 

(Signed)  GEORGE  PREVOST.' 

Bight  Hon,  Earl  Bathurst, 


ADMIRALTY  OFFICE,  November  26. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Sir  J.  L.  Yeo, 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and 
vessels  on  the  lakes  of  Canada,  to  X  W.  Crokcr, 
Esq.  dated  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  at  Kingston,  24th  September,  1814. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  in-  ^ 
formation  of  the  lords  comn^issioners  of  the  admir 
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ra^ty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Pring,  late 
commander  of  his  majesty’s  brig  Linnet.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  Captain  Downie  was  urged,  and  his  ship  hur¬ 
ried  into  action,  before  she  was  in  a  fit  state  to 
meet  the  enemy.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  there 
was  not  the  least  necessity  for  our  squadron  giving 
the  enemy  such  decided  advantages,  by  going  into 
their  bay  to  engage  them  ;  even  had  they  been  suc¬ 
cessful,  it  would  not  in  the  least  have  assisted  the 
troops  in  storming  the  batteries ;  whereas,  had  our 
troops  taken  their  batteries  first,  it  would  have 
obliged  the  enemy’s  squadron  to  quit  the  bay,  and 
given  ours  a  fair  chance.  I  liav'e  the  honoup^  &n. 

(Signed)  JAMES  LUCAS  YEO, 

Commodore  and  commander  in  chief. 

Hanover,  November  14. 
The  following  proclamation  has  been  posted 
lip  here  ; 

We,  George  Prinee  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  | 
the  behalf  of  our  father,  his  majesty  George  | 
the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  king  of  the  I 
united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
king  of  Hanover,  &c.  duke  of  Brunswick  and 
Limebiirg,  Scc^ 

Whereas  it  was  decided  in  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
by  the  allied  powers  of  Europe,  and  with  oiir  as¬ 
sent,  not  to  re.store  the  ancient  constitution  of 
the  German  empire,  but  to  constitute  in  its 
place  a  confederation  of  all  the  independent 
German  states  wdiicli  should  fulfil  the  object  of 
securing  the  common  tranquillity  against  foreign 
enemies  and  against  the  abuses  of  arbitrary 
power  in  the  interior ;  therefore  the  abolishing 
of  an  elective  head  of  the  empire,  makes  the 
electoral  title,  hitherto  home  by  our  royal  fa- 
tlier,  unsuitable  to  the  new  order  of  things.  In 
rhoo.sing  a  title  in  place  of  elector,  we  have  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  electors  of  the  German  empire 
were  in  law  considered  equal  to  kings,  and  that 
they  enjoyed  royal  honour;  that  not  only  all  the 
remaining  electoral  houses,  but  also  one  of  the 
new  ones,  which  was  in  rank  inferior  to  ours, 
have  assumed  the  royal  dignity.  Lastly,  that 
we  can  be  the  less  disposed  in  our  German  rela¬ 
tions,  to  abate  the  splendour  of  our  royal  house, 
as  it  has  filled  for  above  a  century,  one  of  the 
greatest  thrones  in  the  world,  and  has  by  con¬ 
nexion  afiR)rded  manifold  protection  and  sup¬ 
port  to  Germany.  Considering  all  these  circum¬ 
stances,  we  have  therefore  resolved,  imploring 
thereto  the  divine  blessing,  to  erect  our  Ger¬ 
man  states  into  a  kingdom,  and  to  assume  for 
them  the  title  of  King  of  Hanover.  This  step, 
previously  approved  by  many,  having  been  on  | 
the  12th  of  October  communicated  in  form  by 
a  new  cabinet  minister.  Count  Muuster,  our 
first  plenipotentiary  to  the  congress  at  Vienna, 
to  the  chief  courts  of  Europe.  We  command  all 
our  faithful  subjects  and  public  authorities,  to 
regard  in  future  in  all  acts,  &c.  instead  of  the 
old  title,  of  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  King  of  Hanover, 
Dyke  qf  Luneburg,  Sfc. 

Given  at  Carlton  house,  this  26th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1814,  in  the  54th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
®aj«sty,  our  father. 


From  tile  National  Intelligencer,  Feb.  9, 

Extrdet  of  a  letter from  Commodore  //.  G.  Camp^ 
belt,  commanding  naval  officer  at  Savarmah,  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  Savannah,  Jan, 
29th,  1815. 

The  enemy  have  evacuated  St.  Mary’s  and  w  itTi- 
drawu  to  Cumherland  Island,  after  destroying  the 
fort  at  Point  Petie,  and  blowing  up  the  magazine. 

Previous  to  their  leaving  St.  Mary's,  they  pri¬ 
med  the  houses  with  tar,  ready  to  fire  them,  if  mo¬ 
lested  in  their  retreat. 

I  regret  to  inform  you,  that  the  new  barge  Scor¬ 
pion  has  fallen  into  their  hands  with  her  equip¬ 
ments,  a  correct  return  of  which  shall  be  forward¬ 
ed  for  your  infonnatioa. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Dent  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  navy,  dated  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  Janu¬ 
ary  S\st,  1815. 

SfR — I  had  the  honour  in  my  letter  of  the  28th, 
to  inform  you,  that  from  the  information  received 
by  the  commanding  general  of  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  near  Noilh^  Edisto,  and  the  great  alarm  of 
the  inhabitants,  I  had  decided  to  visit  that  place. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  camp  on  John’s  Island,  I 
sent  an  express  to  Lieutenant  Kearney,  command-  . 
ing  the  flotilla,  (then  on  his  way  with  the  army 
transport  to  Savannah)  to  meet  me  with  the  fiotilla 
in  Nortli  Edisto  river. 

From  light  w  inds  and  contrary  tides.  Lieutenant 
Kearney  did  not  arrive  there  until  half  past  2 
P.  M.  on  Sunday,  when  I  w'as  informed  the  enemy 
w’erc  watering  with  their  barges  and  about  80  men 
on  the  opposite  island.  I  immediately  directed  the 
three  barges  to  be  manned  with  volunteers,  and  or¬ 
dered  Ijpiitcnant  Kearney  to  proceed  outside  and 
endeavour  to  cut  them  off,  while  a  body  of  v'olun- 
teers  and  militia,  by  order  of  the  general,  were 
landed  on  tim  island.  A  little  after  three  the  bar¬ 
ges  moved,  and  on  turning  the  point  were  discover, 
ed  by  the  frigate,  (laying  to  an  anchor  about  four 
miles  from  the  land,)  when  she  fired  several  guns 
and  made  the  signal  of  recal  to  her  boats,  and  im¬ 
mediately  got  under  way  and  opened  a  heavy  fire 
on  our  barges.  The  wind  about  this  time  changed 
from  the  westward  to  the  east,  and  very  light,  en¬ 
abled  our  barges  to  cut  off  the  tender,  which  was 
discovered  working  out  of  a  small  bay  with  iwo 
barges.  The  enemy’s  barges,  after  putting  men  on 
board  the  tender,  moved  directly  to  windward  and 
ahead  of  our  barges,  to  the  frigate.  After  a  close 
running  fight  of  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  in  the 
act  of  boarding,  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the 
tender  surrender.  The  exertions  of  the  frigate  to’ 
save  the  tender  were  great ;  and  when  she  saw'  her 
two  boats  leave  her,  she  opened  a  heavy  fire  on 
them,  and  obliged  them  to  pursue  our  barges,  with 
a  third  that  left  the  ship  about  the  same  time. 

A  fter  the  surrender  of  the  tender  the  frigate  re¬ 
called  her  boats  and  soon  after  ceased  firing.  Lt. 
Kearney,  the  olficers  and  men  engaged  in  this  en¬ 
terprise,  behaved  themselves  in  a  manner  that  does 
honour  to  their  country  and  themselves.  Although 
they  had  to  continue  so  long  under  the  fire  of  the 
frigate,  nothing  could  divert  tliem  from  their  ob¬ 
ject.  As  the  frigate  had  cut  off  their  retreat  to 
North  Edisto,  Lieut.  Kearney  w'as  obliged  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  South  Edisto  with  his  prize,  since  which  I 
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•and'snch  a  resource  fbr  loans  and  adrances  to  the 
goFerninent,  notes  for  which  the  bank  would  be 
compellable  to  give  specie  in  exchange  could  not 
be  kept  in  circulation. 

The  most  the  bank  could  effect,  and  the  most 
it  could  be  expected  to  aim  at,  would  be  to 
keep  the  iustituliou  alive  by  limited  and  local 
transactions,  which,  with  the  interest  on  the 
public  stock  in  the  bank,  might  yield  a  dividend 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  until  a  change  from 
war  to  peace  should  enable  it,  by  a  ffow  of  spe* 
eie  into  its  vaults,  and  a  removal  of  the  exter¬ 
nal  demand  for  it,  .to  derive  its  contemplated 
emoluments  from  a  safe  and  full  extension  of 
tis  operations. 

On  the  whole,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
proposed  establishment  will  enjoy  a  monopoly 
of  the  profits  of  a  national  bank,  for  a  per i<^  of 
twenty  years ;  that  the  monopolized  profits  will 
be  contiiuially  growing  with  the  progress  of  the 
national  population  and  wealth ;  that  the  nation 
Will,  during  the  same  period,  be  dependent  on 
the  notes  of  the  bank  for  tliat  species  of  circula¬ 
ting  medium,  whenever  the  precious  metals  may 
be  wanted,  and  at  all  times  for  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  an  eligible  substitute  for  a  specie  me¬ 
dium;  and  that  the  extensive  employment  of 
the  notes  in  the  collection  of  the  augmented 
taxes,  will,  moreover,  enable  the  bank  greatly  to 
extend  its  profitable  issues  of  them,  without  the 
expense  of  specie  capital  4o  support  their  circu¬ 
lation  ;  it  is  as  reasonable  as  it  is  requisite,  that 
the  government,  in  return-  for  these  extraordi¬ 
nary  concessions  to  the  bank,  should  have  a 
greater  security  for  attaining  the  public  objects 
of  the  institution,  than  is  presented  in  the  bill, 
and  particularly  for  every  piacticable  accommo¬ 
dation  both  in  the  temporary  advances  necessary' 
to  anticipate  the  taxes,  and  in  those  more  dura¬ 
ble  loans  which  are  equally  necessary  to  dimin¬ 
ish  the  resort  to  taxes. 

In  discharging  the  painful  duty  of  stating  ob¬ 
jections  to  a  measure  which  has  undergone  the 
deliberations  and  received  the  sanction  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  national  legislature,  1  console 
myself  with  the  reffection,  that  if  they  have  not 
the  weight  which  1  attach  to  them,  they  can  be 
constitutionally  overruled;  and  with  a  confi¬ 
dence  that,  in  a  contrary  event,  the  wisdom  of 
eongresB  will  hasten  to  substitute  a  more  com¬ 
mensurate  and  certain  provision  for  the  public 
exigencies. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

fFashington,  January  30th^  1815. 


SPANISH  ROYAL  MANDATE, 

Most  exceUent  sir. 

His  majesty  the  king,  being  made  acquaint¬ 
ed,  by  a  petition,  made  by  several  merchants  of 
your  city,  in  concurrence  with  the  chamber  of 
commerce  of  the  said  city,  with  the  severe  loss¬ 
es  occasioned  by  not  proroguing  the  license 
granted  by  the  governnient  on  the  29th  of  No- 
veoiber  last,  to  export  to  America  fine  English 
cotton  goods,  and  further  made  acquainted  with 


the  representations  made  to  this  effect  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  by  his  excellency  the  English 
ambassador,  strengthening  the  said  petition,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  aforesaid  disadvantages,  and 
accumulated  losses  suffered  by  the  merchants, 
unless  a  vent  was  opened  to  goods  which  they 
have  imported,  confiding  in  a  prorogation  of  the 
license ;  and  owing  to  having  paid  into  the  ens- 
tom  house  of  the  said  city,  ronsiderable  sums  for 
duties,  bis  majesty,  desiring  to  obviate  such  in¬ 
conveniences,  and  in  consideration  Of  the  sug^ 
gestions  made  by  the  said  English  ambassador, 
has  been  pleased  to  order,  that  alter  your  excel¬ 
lency  has  taken  an  exact  account  of  all  the  cot¬ 
ton  goods  that  may  have  been  imported^  and  have 
paid  the  duties  in  the  custom  house  of  that  city  up 
to  the  date  qf  the  receipt  of  this  order^  with  the' 
express  purpose  of  re-exporting  them  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  the  said  exportatiuQ  be  freely  permitted  (un¬ 
der  conditions  with  which  the  license  was  ori¬ 
ginally  granted)  imtil  31st  Dec.  of  the  present 
year,  without  leave  to  petition  a  further  prorogo- 
tion;  as  from  1st  January,  1915,  the  license 
granted  on  the  29tb  August,  1813,  is  to  be  eon* 
tiuued  to  the  Philipiue  Company  to  constitute 
its  privileges. 

**  Charging  your  excellency,  the  administra¬ 
tor -of  the  custom  house,  and  all  those  employed 
in  it,  to  exercise  a  most  scrupulous  exactness  in 
inibrming  yourselves,  by  all  possible  naeans,  res¬ 
pecting  ^1  the  goods  which  have  been  imported, 
and  have  paid  duties,  in  order  that  the  goods' 
only  may  be  permitted  to  be  exported,  for  which 
alone  his  majesty  grants  this  prorogation.  Which 
royal  order  I  forward  to  your  excellency,  for 
punctual  observance.  May  God  preserve  you, 
&c.  CX)NGORA. 

“  Madrid,  September  18,  1814.” 

To  his  excel leucy  the  governor  of  Cadiz. 


CONNECTICUT  LEGISLATURE. 

Special  Session,  January,  1816. 

An  act  to  secure  the  rights  qf  Parents,  Masters 
and  Guardians. 

1.  Be  it  declared  and  enacted  by  the  govern¬ 
or  and  council  and  house  of  representatives,  in 
general  court  assembled,  That  the  power  as¬ 
sumed  by  congress  of  removing  the  legal  disa¬ 
bilities  of  minors  to  make  contracts,  and  invest¬ 
ing  them  with  that  capacity,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  enlist  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,' 
and  thereby  annul  the  most  important  relations 
in  society,  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  an  unauthor¬ 
ized  interference  with  the  laws  and  rights  of  this 
state. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person^ 
knowing  any  one  to  be  a  minor,  shall  persuade 
him  to  depart  from  this  state,  with  intent  to  en¬ 
list  into  the  army  of  the  United  States,  without ' 
the  consent  of  bis  parent,  guardian  and  master, 
on  conviction  thereof,  before  the  superior  court, 
shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  to  the  treasury  of  this 
state,  a  fine  not  exce^ing  five  hundred  dollars, 
or  to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year. 


THE  EXAMINER. 


3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person, 
knowing  any  one  to  be  a  minor,  shall  enlist  him, 
or  cause  him  to  be  enlisted,  into  the  army  of 
the  United  States  without  the  consent  of  his 
parent,  guardian  and  master,  and  such  minor 
shall  within  one  month  after  such  enlistment,  be 
removed  out  of  this  state,  so  that  the  remedy 
by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  before  the  judicial  tri¬ 
bunals  of  this  state  cannot  be  had,  the  person  so 
enlisting  such  minor,  or  causing  him  to  be  enlist¬ 
ed,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  superior 
court,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  to  the  treasury 
of  tiiis  state,  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars. 

4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
shall  publish,  issue  forth  or  fix  up  any  written  or 
printed  ca  d,  advertisement,  notification,  or 
other  ’nstiMiment,  wherein  or  whereby  a  minor 
is  specially  invited  or  encouraged  to  enlist  into 
the  ;’.rmy  of  the  United  States,  without  the  con-  ^ 
sent  •  f  his  parent,  guardian  or  master,  or  shall 
knowifigly  sufler  any  such  card,  advertisement, 
itotifu'ation,  or  any  other  instrument,  to  be  fixed 
up  in  his  or  her  house,  store,  or  shop,  or  upon 
nny  part  thereof,  such  person  on  conviction  be¬ 
fore  the  county  court,  for  the  county  in  which 
the  offence  is  committed,  shall  be  sentenced  to 
pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars, 
into  the  treasury  of  such  county,  or  to  be  impri¬ 
soned  not  exceeding  three  months. 

5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  breaches 
of  this  Act  shall  be  prosecuted  and  sued  for, 
by  information  :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
state*s  attorneys  in  their  respective  counties, 
and  of  all  other  informing  officers  to  prosecute 
to  effect  all  breaches  of  this  act. 


Boston,  Jan.  25. 
INTERESTING  REPORT. 
Yesterday  the  Honourable  Mr.  White, 
from  a  committee  on  the  subject,  made  the 
following  report  to  the  senate;  \yhich  was 
irad  and.  ordered  to  he  printed, 

THE  REPORT. 

The  committee  of  both  houses  to  whom  was  refer¬ 
red  the  message  of  his  excellency  the  governor, 
and  the  doiJuments  therewith  transmitted,  have  j 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
to  report  in  part : 

That  the  expediency  of  having  invited 
a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  New 
England  slates  is  fully  proved  by  the  re¬ 
sult  of  their  labours  communicated  with 
his  excellency’s  message.  In  times  of  un¬ 
precedented  embarrassment  and  distress, 
there  can  indeed  he' no  better  mode  of  dis¬ 
covering  the  means  of  relief,  or  of  prepar¬ 
ing  for  inevitable  consequences,  than  to  re¬ 
sort  to  the  deliberate  and  united  counsels 
of  the  wisest  and  most  faithful  men  of  the 
community;  men  who  have  an  interest  in 
common  with  their  fellow  citizens  in  the 
subjects  of  their  deliberatioii,  and  who  will 


act  wUh  a  prm  and  enlightened  regard  to 
the  good  of  the  whole,  and  under  the  highr 
est  responsibility.  However’ sensibly  such 
men  may  feel  the  importance  of  timely  re¬ 
sisting  oppression,  and  averting  impending 
calamities,  their  counsels  will  be  tempered 
by  an  accurate  understanding  of  past  po¬ 
litical  transactions,  by  a  sound  perception 
of  the  nature  of  existing  sources  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  by  a  careful  inquiry  as  to  events 
which  time  may  unfold. 

The  committee  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  wisdom  and  ability  with  which  the  con¬ 
vention  of  delegates  have  discharge^i  their 
arduous  trust.  While  they  maintain  the 
principle  of  state  sovereignty,  and  of  the 
duties  which  citizens  owe  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  state  governments,  they  give  the  most 
satisfactory  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  con- 
Istitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
national  union;  and  while  with  the  un¬ 
daunted  freedom,  which  they  inherit  from 
their  ancestors,  they  express  their  disappro¬ 
bation  of  the  measures  which  have  produ¬ 
ced  our  public  calamities,  and  especially  of 
the  unnecessary  and  ruinous  war  in  which 
we  are  involv’ed,  they  manifest  a  determi¬ 
nation,  which  the  people  will  support,  that 
our  country  must  be  defended  at  every  ha^ 
zard  against  invasion  and  conquest.  The 
people^  will  thus  find  new  reasons  for  ap¬ 
proving  Jhe  confidence  reposed  in  their  de¬ 
legates,  in  discerning  through  their  report 
the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  in  their  re¬ 
lation  to  the  federal  constitution,  in  sus¬ 
taining  their  allegiance  to  the  state  govern¬ 
ments,  and  in  defending  themselves  against 
the  public  enemy;  but,  above  all,  in  the 
recognition  of  duties,  which  they  owe  to 
their  Creator,  to  themselves,  and  to  posteri¬ 
ty,  and  which  are  founded  in  higher  autho¬ 
rity  than  any  earthly  government  can 
claim. 

As  the  exposition  of  the  views  and  sen¬ 
timents  of  that  convention  is  clear  and  in¬ 
telligible,  the  committee  deem  it  unneces¬ 
sary  to  enlarge  upon  the  considerations 
which  entitle  them  to  the  approbation  and 
support  of  the  legislature ;  or  to  repeat  the 
arguments  containe<l  in  the  very  able  re¬ 
port  of  their  proceedings  for  adopting  the 
measures  by  them  recommended. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  resolves. 

D.  A.  WHITE,  per  order. 

t  .  I  ■ 

Resolved^  That  the  legislature  of  Maasa-* 
chusetts  do  highly  approve  the  proceedings 
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of  the  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
states  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Island,  and  the  counties  of  Cheshire 
and  Grafton,  in  the  state  of  New-Hamimhire, 
and  the  county  of  Windham,  in  the  state  of 
Vermont,  convened  at  Hartford,  on  the  15th 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  1814;  and 
that  the  advice  and  recommendation  there¬ 
in  given  are  entitled  to,  and  shall  receive, 
the  most  respectful  consideration  of  the  le¬ 
gislature. 

Resolved^  That  his  excellency  the  gover¬ 
nor  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  appoint  commission¬ 

ers  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  seat  of 
the  national  government,  and  in  pursuance 
of  such  instructions  as  his  excellency  may 
think  proper  to  give  them,  to  make  an  ear¬ 
nest  application  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  requesting  their  consent  to 
some  arrangement,  whereby  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  separately,  or  in  concert 
with  neighbouring  states,  may  be  enabled 
to  assume  the  defence  of  their  territories 
against  the  enemy;  and  that  to  this  end  a 
reasonable  portion  of  the  taxes  collected 
within  said  states  may  be  paid  into  the  re¬ 
spective  treasuries  thereof,  and  appropria¬ 
ted  to  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to 
the  said  states,  and  to  the  future  defence  of 
the  same ;  the  amount,  so  paid  into  the 
said  treasuries  to  be  credited,  and  tbe  dis¬ 
bursements  so  made  as  aforesaid  to  be  char¬ 
ged  to  the  United  ^tates. 

PATRICK  MAORUDER 
vs. 

The  House  of  Represmiatives. 

We  present  to  our  readers  to-day,  a  most  ou* 
rious  document ;  curious  by  reason  of  the  com¬ 
position,  coming  from  the  pen  of  a  late  member 
»>t  congress,  and  curious  on  account  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  addressed  by  a  clerk  to  the  grave  and  digni¬ 
fied  body  to  which  he  belonged. 

It  the  chief  clerk,  in  a  common  counting  house, 
were  to  be  detected  in  making  way  with  the 
merchant's  money  committed  to  his  care,  or  in 
other  words,  if  more  agreeable,  in  applying  it  to 
his  private  uses,  and  after  being  charged  with 
it,  was  allowed  mouth  after  month  to  prove  his 
innocence,  and  having  totally  failed  to  do  so, 
was  to  go  into  the  next  room  and  write  a  letter 
to  his  employer,  accusing  him  of  infuxtiee^  cru¬ 
elty  and  oppression,  and  tell  him  he  felt  him¬ 
self  above  associating  with  such  a  man  in  future, 
we  think  it  probable  that  the  merchant  would 
go  into  the  other  room,  take  the  clerk  by  the 
collar,  and  kick  him  out  of  the  house.  We  think 
it  likely  that  such  would  be  the  kind  of  disci¬ 
pline  used  by  us,  if  oqr  clerk  were  so  to  demean 
himself  under  similar  circumstances. 


Yet  such  is  the  language  which  Mr.  Magruder 
has  addressed  to  congress  in  the  letter  below. 
But  congress  is  not  an  individual,  and  therefore 
cannot  collar  or  kick  another  that  insults  it. 
But  it  has  the  constitutional  authority  to  pro¬ 
tect  itself  against  outrage  and  contempt.  The 
preservation  of  its  privileges  is  placed  in  its  own 
hands.  Has  it  dignity  ?  it  should  be  protected. 
Does  it  merit  respect  ?  its  chai’acter  should  be 
vindicated.  A  member  in  debate,  is  prohibit¬ 
ed  from  being  personal  to  another,  at  tbe  cost  of 
imprisonment  in  the  end,  but  a  clerk  may  retire 
to  his  office  adjoining  the  legislative  hall,  set 
down  and  pour  out  his  aspersions,  accuse  the 
bouse  of  injustice,  cruelty,  persecution,  and  tell 
the  members  they  are  not  worthy  his  associa¬ 
tion,  fold  up  his  letter,  send  it  to  the  speaker, 

have  it  read  publicly  to  the  bouse,  and . * 

1  there  the  matter  ends.  The  doorkeeper,  the 
lowest  runner,  he  that  kindles  fires  iii  the  hall, 
taking  courage  from  the  clerk’s  example,  and 
the  impunity  with  which  he  deals  out  his  blows, 
may  tread  upon  a  member’s  toes  or  kick  his 
shins,  and  who’s  the  worse  for  it  ?  It  is  all  fair 
and  quite  admissible,  by  the  law  of  usage.  Tbe 
president’s  secretary  once  horsewhipped  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  house,  at  its  very  threshold,  and  as 
that  was  considered  all  fair  and  right,  as  it  waf 
not  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  that  did  not  touch 
the  dignity  of  congress,  why  should  not  the  clerk, 
the  chief  clerk,  be  permitted  to  tell  the  mem¬ 
bers  they  were  a  park  of  scoundrels,  and  not  fit 
company  for  a  gentleman — for  a  clerk  accused 
of  peculation.  Mr.  Magruder  has  a  better 
knowledge  than  we  profess  to  have  of  his  “  poli¬ 
tical  friends,”  and  therefore  is  better  able  to 
judge  how  far  he  could  go  in  traducing  them 
without  provoking  resentment.  We  dare  say, 
some  of  those  to  whom  he  tenders  his  ”  eternal 
gratitude,”  think  he  has  done  a  very  clever 
thing,  and  applaud  his  spirit  and  independence. 

To  the  honourable  the  speaker  qf  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Jan.  28,  1815. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  a  relucfance  I  cannot  well  exprew 
that  I  find  it  again  necessary  to  throw  myself  xm 
your  politeness  as  the  medium  of  communTcaHon 
to  the  House,  on  a  subject  no  less  paUifnl  to 
me,  than  it  must  be  to  them.  This  is  imposed 
ufK)n  me  as  a  duty,  as  well  by  the  arguments 
derived  by  those  inimical  to  me  (as  I  learn) 
from  silence  in  regard  to  the  last  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  at  my  request,  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  situation  of  tbe  office  under  my  charge, 
as  bv  the  indications  afforded  by  the  recent  vote 
of  the  house*  in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  my 
office,  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  arraign¬ 
ed  by  a  committee  of  the  house,  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  what  I  have  said  on  a  former  occasion 
on  this  subject,  except  to  reassert  my  entire 
innocence  and  ignorance  of  any  roisapplica- 
tio!^  of  tbe  public  moneys,  and  to  express  my 
conscientious  belief  that  tbe  ;Miblic  money,  has 
been  faithfully  disbursed  by  my  principal  cleik, 
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to  whom  it  wis  confided,  and  that  he  will  be  that  there  are  such  among  those  whom  I  hate 
Able  to  account  for  it  at  the  treasury,  and  would  once  been  proud  to  call  my  political  friends  the 
iiaje  been  able  to  do  so  at  this  day,  had  not  the  motion  that  was  pending  in  the  house,  and  man- 
unfortunate  counagration  ot  the  capital  destroy-  ner  in  which  it  has  been  supported  sufficiently 
ed  his  accounts,  and  subjected  his  conduct  to  a  indicates,  after  a  struggle  between  contending 
ecrutiny  m  which  the  factot  a  deficiency  of  the  feelings  I  have  therefore  determined  to  resign 
▼oucbers  destroyed  has  been  adduced  as  evi-  the  office  I  now  hold,  to  permit  those  by  whom 
dence  a^inst  him.  j  persecuted  to  attain  with  greater  ease  an 

^uld  1  presume  so  far,  it  might  be  an  easy  object  to  which  they  have  been  willing  to  sanrU 
task  to  exhibit  errors  ot  great  iini^rtaoce  in  Jice  not  only  my  Joinily  but  rn^  reputation.  I  beg 

that  part  of  the  report  of  the  conimittee  on  my  the  speaker  and  the  nouse  to  accept  of  this  as 

conduct  which  relates  to  the  account  of  the  con-  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
tingent  funds,  it  is  my  belief  demonstrable  house  of  representatives.  I  take  this  last  op- 
that  it*s  errors  are  not  limited  to  hundreds,  or  portiinity  to  offer  to  yourself  and  the  house 
to  any  moderate  number  of  thousands  of  dollars,  the  homage  of  my  unfeigned  respect,  and  those 
irtill  easier  would  it  be  to  dissipate  almost  every  who  have  stood  forth  to  befriend  an  injured  man 
argument  used  in  debate  on  that  report  tending  and  resisted  the  accusations  against  me,  the 
by  assertion  or  implication  to  prejudice  the  assurances  of  my  eternal  gratitude,  my  sac- 
house  against  me  personally,  but  sir,  he  who  cessor  in  office,  let  him  be,  when  it  may,  I  wish 
is  put  upm  his  trial  without  an  opportunity  to  him  an  easier  and  happy cr  time  m  the  discharge 
defend  himself  from  a^cusalions  adduced  against  ©f  his  duties  than  I  have  had. 

him,  can  expect  no  hen^  from  an  after  appeal  I  am  Sir  with  respect 

to  those  who  have  already  pronounced  judgment  P.  M.  . 

against  him.  Little  did  I  ever  expect  to  have  — 

to  answer  to  this  bouse  on  charges  affecting  my  COIVQTTEST  OF  CAN^ADA. 

character  at  this  advanced  period  of  my  life.  When  the  late  despatches  from  our  commis- 
since  1  passed  the  age  of  eighteen  years  have  I  sinners  were  published,  the  public  was  much 
been  in  public  life,  by  those  who  knew  me  best,  astonished  at  the  boldness  of  their  assertion, 
1  have  b^n  selected  to  fill  various  public  sta-  that  the  United  States  had  never  manifested  a 
tions,  judicial  as  well  as  legislative,  under  both  f©|.  territorial  ^^;g^andi8elllent,  and 

state  and  General  governments  :  and  no  man  that  we  never  did  desire  the  conquest  of  Canada 
has  ever  before  appeared  to  impute  to  me  mal-  as  such.  What  effect  such  assertions  might  have 
feasance  in  the  duties  of  my  station,  in  every  abroad,  we  know  not ;  but  here  at  home  we  all 
situation  in  which  it  has  pleased  my  country  to  know,  that  from  the  very  first  moment  our  rulers 
place  me  I  have  endeavoured  to  sustain  a  cha-  promised  a  war  with  England  as  a  sort  of  bull 
racter  more  dear  to  me  than  wealth ;  and  the  baiting  for  the  amusement  of  their  partizans, 
attempt  to  rob  me  of  a  jewell  more  precious  and  as  a  bribe  to  purchase  popularity,  the  con- 
than  life,  to  deprive  me  of  that  honest  fame,  quest  of  Canada  was  held  up  to  view  as  the  first 
which  1  bad  acquired  by  a  long  course  of  public  act  in  the  comedy.  It  wa^steemed  a  certain- 
service,  however  it  may  temporarily  succeed  in  ty,  and  a  measure  in  coiirfc,  that  the  Canadas 
this  body  cannot  eventually  depress  ray  charac-  and  Nova  Scotia  were  in  the  first  place  to  be 
ter  or  standing  in  the  eyes  of  the  American  subjugated,  whatever  might  be  our  ulterior 
people.  ,  .  ^  movements.  The  burden  of  all  the  writings  in 

truth  is  great  and  will  prevail.  I  court  it’s  (he  democratic  newspapers  proves  this;  and  if 
light  and  shrink  not  Irom  it’s  test.,  the  office  any  thing  else  were  wanting,  read  the  following, 
of  clerk  of  this  house  arduous  and  trying  ^  are  from  a  debate  in  congress,  which  took  place 
the  duties,  to  be  performed, during  the  s^sions  January  11,  1812,  before  the  war. 
of  Congress  \as  never  been  considered  by  me  in  Mr.  Cheves  said,  “  before  you  enter  Canada, 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view  an  otyect.  two  years  you  ought  to  liave  such  a  number  of  regular 
since  1  should  have  resigned  it  but  for  the  dis-  troops  as  will  enable  you  to  keep  possession  of 
tnasioas  of  my  friends.  I  was  too  proud  of  the  the  open  country  ;  these  you  must  increase  till 
honor  conferred  by  the  flattering  suffrage,  I  had  they  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  enable  you  to 
received  from  the  honorable  house.  I  retained  sit  down  before  Quebec ;  until  you  take  Quebec, 
my  seat,  and  how  cruelly  I  am  treated  for  that  you  are  not  securely  in  possession  of  a  foot  of 
determination  let  recent  events  decide,  but,  the  country.  Of  what  advantage  would  be  a 
sir,  It  is  not  roy  intention  to  weary  you  or  the  precarious  possession  of  the  open  country  ?  You 
House  by  reitterating  those  unavailable  regrets  do  not  goto  plunder  it,  but  to  aderpt  the  inhabit 
which  force  themselves  on  my  bosom  It  is  tants  as  brethren  and  fellow  citixens.** 
possible.  Sir,  J might,  by  resoHing  to  humiliating  And  in  a  debate  in  the  house  of  representa- 
solkitation,  reinstate  myself  in  my  former  foot-  tives,  Jan.  25,  1812,  Gov.  Wright  said, 
ingin  the  House  but  there  is  implanted  with-  “  Sir,  some  gentlemen  seem  alarmed  at  the 
in  ray  bosom  a  principle  much  more  powerful  expense  of  the  expected  war  ;  to  them  I  say,  if 
than  the  love  of  popularity  or  of  office,  it  is  that  is  really  their  objection,  that  the  ungranted 
the  sence  qf  Honor,  which  forbids  solicitation  lands  in  Canada,  with  the  duties  on  the  impost 
from,  or  evew  association  with  those  who  en-  and  tonnage,  when  CONQUERED,  will  amply 
Urtain  a  suspicion  derogatory  to  my  fair  fame,  pay  us  for  all  the  expense  of  liberating  that  peo^ 
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plo  from  despotism,  and  adding  these  provinces 
to  the  United  SUUs  as  members  qf  theunion.^* 
Now,  whom  shall  we  believe.  Gov.  Wright,  or 
oiir  ambassadors  j  “  all  honourable  men  ?*’  Xhe 
governor  not  only  cowpsered^  but  pocketed^  the 
whole  “  wide  spread,”  as  Jefferson  called  it  j 
but  it  must  be  confessed,  he  very  much  resem* 
bled  that  sanguine  fool, 

“  H^ko  sold  the  skin  before  he  caugfU  the  beasV* 

Still  there  is  something  comfortable  in  the 
words  of  Gov.  W.  “  pay  us  for  all  the  ei^pense  of 
liberating;”  read  those  words  aloud,  and  dwell 
upon  them ;  they  sound  enchantingiy,  unless  at 
that  moment  collector  Burrill  hammers  away  at 
your  door  with  the  knocker,  till  you  cannot 
hear  yourself  speak !  Instead  of  being  so  exor¬ 
bitant  as  to  require  that  ”  the  ungranted  lands 
in  Canada,”  and  “  the  duties  on  impost  and  ton- 
nag^r when  conquered,”  should  “pay  ns  lor  all 
the  expense  of  liberating  that  people,”  we 
would  readily  contract  our  desires,  and  cheer¬ 
fully  agree  to  have  no  taxes,  with  the  liberty  of 
keeping  ourselves  free. 

Time  has  proved  that  Gov.  W.  was  as  wild  and 
romantic  in  his  speculations,  as  a  damsel  in  love. 
Just  so  it  was  with  Hone,  when  he  declared  that 
“  we  must  have  the  Nova  Scotia  coal,”  and  that 
“  it  was  well  worth  a  seven  year’s  war.”  That 
coal  is  very  desirable  at  this  moment,  as  w^ll  as 
the  “  ungraitted  lands”  and  the  “  duties  on  im¬ 
post  and  tonnage ;  and  the  value  of  the  coal  at 
this  cold  snap  rises  just  as  much  as  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  falls.  But  “  we  the  people” 
shall  be  taxed  from  the  crown  of  our  head  to 
the  sole  of  our  foot,  and  J'reeze  to  death, 
if  we  place  all  our  reliance  on  “  the  uugranted 
lands  in  Canada”  to  pay  the  expense  of  this 
war,  or  on  the  “  Nova  Scotia  coal”  to  keep 

wariYi. 

Moral.— When  democrats  prophesy  conquest, 
look  for  defeat— when  they  promise  good,  ex¬ 
pect  evil— when  they  foretel  prosperity,  prepare 
for  adversity— ejod  when  they  cry  out  “  econo^ 
my,'*  behold  taxes,  loans,  old  continental  and  nor 
tional  bankruptcy ! 

MR.  JEFFERSON’S  LIBRARY. 

A  skeUh  of  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Mas- 
^achusetts,  iu  the  hou^e  of  representatives  of  the 
^United  States,  Jan.  26,  1815,  in  the’ debate  on 
bill  fur  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Jefferson^  for  the  use  of  congress. 

Besides  opppsing  the  bill  on  the  general  ground 
of  the  inexpediency  of  appropriating  so  large  a 
sfim  as  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  for  this 
object,  at  a  time  of  such  national  embarrass¬ 
ment,  aud  when  we  had  no  place  of  safety  for  a 
libra^  when  purchased,  Mr.  King  observed, 
that  it  appear^  frpm  the  catalogue,  there  were 
many  books  unnecessary,  improper  and  useless 
for  congress,  and  that  on  tlie  contrary,  this  li¬ 
brary  was  as  de^itqte  of  others,  indispensable 
In  the  ordinary  transactions  of  our  business; 
with  a  view  to  remedy  these  inconveniences, 
moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  se* 


lect  committee,  with  instmetions  to  report  a 
new  section,  as  follows : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as 
soon  as  said  library  shall  be  received  at  Wasli- 
ington,  the  joint  library  committee  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  select 
therefrom,  all  books  uot  useful  and  necessary 
for  congress,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  invested  in  other  books 
for  the  use  of  congress. 

This  motion  being  n^tived,  Mr.  King  ob¬ 
served,  that  it  appeared  from  the  same  cata-. 
logue,  and  from  the  information  of  intelligent 
gentlemen,  who  had  seen  this  library,  and  it 
might  be  irf erred  from  the  character  qf  the  man 
who  selectid  it,  and  from  the  country  (France) 
where  he  says  he  made  the  principal  collection, 
and  from  the  time  when  be  made  it,  that  thcTre 
were  in  this  library  many  books  of  an  irreligious 
and  immoral  tendency,  embracing  many  of  the 
works  of  the  French  infidel  philosophers,  who 
had  caused  and  inflamed  the  volcano  of  the 
Fjench  revolution,  which,  in  its  progr.^ss,  had 
desolated  the  fairest  portions  of  Europe,  and 
had  extended  its  fatal,  its  destructive  effects,  to 
our  once  happy  c^iuutry ;  to  prevent  a  general 
dissemination  of  this  infidel  philosophy,  and  (f 
the  principles  of  a  man,  who  had  irflicted  greater 
and  deeper  injuries  upon  our  country,  than  any 
other  person,  except  Mr.  Madison,  ever  did 
upon  ^y  country.  Mr.  K.  again  moved  to-  re¬ 
commit  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  in¬ 
structions  to  report  the  following,  as 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  as 
soon  as  said  libraiy  shall  be  received  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  the  joint  library  committee  be  and  they 
are  hereby  autliorized  and  directed,  to  select 
therefrom,  all  books,  if  any  there  be,  of  an  athe¬ 
istical,  irreligious,  and  immoral  tendency,  and 
to  send  the  same  back  to  Mr.  Jeff'ei’son,  without 
expense  to  him. 

This  amendment  was  first  attacked  by  an  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Dr. 
Seybert)  who  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  for  the  confidence  intended  by  the 
motion  to  be  reposed  in  ‘himself  and  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  joint  library  committee,  but  as 
he  neither  felt  able  nor  willing  to  undertake  the 
selection,  he  would  propose  that  the  gentleman 
fit>m  Massachusetts  should  be  made  sole  inqui¬ 
sitor  upon  the  occasion.  ^ 

Mr.  King  immediately  intimated  to  him  that 
he  would  with  great  pleasure  undertake  the  bu* 
siness,  especially  as  it  might  be  a  violation  oT 
the  gentleman’s  feelings  and  principles  to  do  it. 

The  motion  was  next  attacked  by  an  honour-' 
able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Hurl- 
bert)  who,  after  advocating  the  bill  on  general 
principles,  with  his  usual  ability  and  perspicui¬ 
ty,  observed,  as  it  respects  this  motion,  and  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  mover  in  favour  of  It, 
that  these  reasons  were  inconsistent  with  thu 
motion,  as  the  section  provided  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  those  books,  alleged  to  be  irreligious^ 
by  senuing  them  back  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  wiiereas 
the  motives  of  his  colleague  was,  io  prevent 
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contagioo  which  might  spread  from  them ; 
that  if  be  was  sincerely  desirous  of  preventing 
this  evil,  he  oug}\t  to  amend  the  section  by  in¬ 
troducing  a  pi^dvision  for  the  burning  of  such 
books.  Mr.  King  informed  the  honourable 
speaker,  that  he  would  accept  with  pleasure 
of  the  modification  proposed  by  his  colleague  ; 
that  indeed  he  had  at  first  drawn  his  amend* 
ment  with  a  provision  that  these  books  should 
be  burnt  by  the  library  committee,  but  that  it 
appeared  to  him,  to  comport  better  with  the 
dignity  of  the  house,  to  send  them  back,  espe¬ 
cially  as  said  committee  might  be  unwilling  to 
perform  a  task  usually  allotted  to  the  common 
hangman.  That  as  the  motion  now  stooil,  the 
fears  of  his  colleague  as  to  the  ill  effects  of  these 
books  upon  the  pure  minds  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
his  friends,  were  certainly  groundless,  as  they 
were  happily  secured  therefrom  by  tlieir  own 
depravity. 

An  honourable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
{Mr.  Wr^lit)  next  took  the  floor,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  King's  amendment,  and  in  defence  of 
deistical  works,  observing  that  Mr.  K.  had  se¬ 
verely  censured  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  l^eing  the 
greatest  enemy  of  the  country,  although  he  had 
been  selected  Jjy  Washington,  as  one  of  his 
principal  officer^.  Mr.  K.  remarked,  that  it  was 
very  true,  that  Jefferson  had  been  put  into  of¬ 
fice  by  President  Washington,  but  that  it  was 
equally  true.,  that  he  made  use  of  all  the  influ¬ 
ence  which  that  office  gave  him,  to  supplant  his 
benefactor,  in  which  he  but  too  well  succeeded, 
by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  his  other  demo¬ 
cratic  coadjutors,  as  the  distress  and  ruin  of  our 
country  now'  demonstrate.  Mr.  Wrisht  further  I 
asked,  if  the  gentleman  wished  to  introduce  the 
inquisition  ;  but  Mr.  K.  thought  there  would  be 
DO  occasion  for  this,  as  long  as  the  present  ma¬ 
jority  ruled,  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  some  of 
the  ancient  authors  had  been  objected  to — that 
without  these,  many  of  the  most  useful  inven¬ 
tions  would  have  been  unknown  to  us.  And 
among  these,  the  screw  of  Archimedes  :  the  uti¬ 
lity  of  which,  had  been  so  clearly  demonstrated 
in  the  application  made  by  Mr.  Evans,  and  he 
wished  it  more  generally  applied ;  but,  Mr.  K. 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  introduce  it  into  the 
house,  where  Mr.  W.  found  no  difficulty,  on  par¬ 
ty  questions,  of  screwing  his  friends  up  to  any 
point  where  he  wished  them  to  stick. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  observed,  that  it  was 
formerly  the  practice  in  Massachusetts  to  hang 
witches.  And  asked  if  Mr.  K.  intended  to  in- 
trodnee  the  practice  again.  Mr.  K.  replied, 
that  the  gentleman  himself  was  a  native  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  but  whether  or  not  he  had  mu  off 
for  fear  of  being  hung  for  a  wizard,  he  would  not 
undertake  to  say ;  but  he  tbouglit  there  w  as  no 
danger  of  it.  Mr.  K.  then  remarked,  that  as  his 
amendment  appeared  to  be  displea.sing  to  one  of 
his  friends,  for  whom  he  cherished  the  highest 
esteem  and  respect,  (Mr.  Hiirlbert)  and  was 
,  likely  tb  take  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  house 
than  he  wished,  and  by  particular  desire  of  an¬ 
other  esteemed  friend  of  bis,  (Mr.  Hanson)  he 
would  withdraw  it. 


The  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn,’ 
and  the  bill  passed,  putting  into  the  pocket  of 
Thomas  JeflTcrson,  $23,900  for  about  6,000  vo¬ 
lumes  of  books,  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  old 
and  new,  useful  and  worthless,  in  all  tongues 
and  languages,  about  one  quarter  French,  and 
another  quarter,  in  languages,  dead  and  living, 
other  than  English  ;  many  wiiich  cannot  be  read, 
by  a  single  membqr  in  either  house  of  congress, 
and  more  which  never  will,  nor  never  ought  to 
be  read  by  a  member ;  while  the  library  is  de¬ 
stitute  of  other  l)ooks,  absolutely  necessary,  in 
doing  the  public  business.  This  is  true  Jeffer- 
sonran,  Madisonian,  democratic  economy,  which 
has  bankrupt  the  treasury,  beggared  the  people, 
and  disgraced  the  nation. 

BANK  BILL. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  KI^Ti'S  observations,  in, 
the  senate,  on  the  reconsideration  of  the  Bank 
Bill  passed  by  Congress^,  and  returned  n'Uh^  ob¬ 
jections  by  the  President. 

The  proposed  bank  would  have  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  composed 
of  five  millions  specie,  ten  millions  six  per’ 
cent,  stock,  funded  ance  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  fifteen  millions  treasury  notes,, 
and  five  millions  to  be  held  by  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  in  four  per  cent,  stock, 
to  be  created  for  this  pur|)0se. 

l^he  President  of  the  United  States  ob¬ 
jects  to  fhe  bill — 

j  1st.  Because  the  amount  of  stock  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  bank,  is  insufficient  to 
raise  and  sustain  the  public  credit. 

2d.  Because  no  adequate  public  advan¬ 
tage  w  ill  arise  from  the  subscription  of  trea¬ 
sury  notes. 

3d.  Because  the  full  aid  and  co-operation 
of  the  bank,  in  the  furnishing  of  permanent 
and  temporary  loans,  is  not  secured  to  go¬ 
vernment  during  the  war. 

4th.  Because  the  bank  cannot  be  relied 
upon  during  the  war  to  provide  a  circulating 
medium. 

How  the  public  credit  could  be  revived, 
and  sustained  by  the  transfer  of  any  sun^i 
war  stock  from  one  citizen  to  another, 
from  the  present  holders  to  the  proposed 
hank,  is  not  obvious.  If  the  war  stock  be 
taken  at  fifty  millions,  a  demand  of  one  fifth, 
or  ten  millions  of  it,  to  be  united  to  the  bank  , 
capital,  would  perhaps  have  a  temporary  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  stock  market;  and  if  any 
except  stockholders  become  subscribers  to 
the  bank,  this  increase  of  price  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  sellers.  But  the  ad¬ 
vantage  would  be  a  private  one,  no  part  of . 
which  would  accrue  to  government.  As 
soon  as  the  requisite  sum  is  transferred  to 
'the  bank,  the  stock  will  be  precisely  as 
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ought  not  now  to  desire  it  iir  their  favoor, 
as  the  example  might  be  hereafter  cited  aa 
a  precedent  against  them,  and  in  favour  of 
the  now  postponed,  though  equally  merito¬ 
rious  stock  of  the  revolution. 

There  should  be  no  discrimination ;  the 
public  faith  knows  no  favourites ;  the  holdr 
ers  of  the  war  stock  ought  not  to  contend 
for  preferences.  They  ought  to^be  satished- 
tliat  the  public,  faith,  whether  formerly  or 
recently  pledged,  is  equally  precious  to  an 
honest  government,  and  will  be  alike  re¬ 
deemed. 

If  there  still  remains  a  doubt,  concerning 
the  correctness  of  the  first  objection  con- 
taineil  in  the  president's  message,  can  there 
be  any  respecting  that  of  the  second  ?  Will’ 
no  adequate  public  advantages  arise  from 
the  subscription  of  treasury  notes  ? 

Public  credit,  as  has  already  been  ob¬ 
served,  de[)ends  upon  the  ability  and  incli¬ 
nation  of  government  to  fulfil  its  contracts. 
Treasury  notes  are  contracts,  promising  h> 
their  holders  the  sums,  and  at  the  times^ 
mentioned  in  them.  The  bill  provides  thai 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  these  notes^ 
shall  be  receivable  as  a  part  of  the  bank 
capital,  and  when  received  shall  be  convert- 
eil  into  fifteen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock*- 
If  not  received  by  the  bank  and  converted 
into  six  per  cent,  stock,  this  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  treasury  notes  will  fall  due^  and 
must  be  paid,  off,  in  the  beginning  of  th& 
next'year.  To  this  end  money  nnist  be 
borrowed;  and  assuming  the  rate  of  the 
last  loans,  to  borrow  fifteen  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  government  must  give  eighteen  mil¬ 
lions  and  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  d(d- 
lars  of  six  per  cent,  stock.  So  that  the 
difference  between  paying  themoff,  or  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  l>e  suhscribcKl  to  the  bank,  and 
then  converted'  into  six  per  cent,  stock, 
would  be  a  clear  saving  to  the  public  or 
three  millions  seven  hundre<l  and  fifly  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  six  percent,  stock. 

Moreover,  !)y  this  conversion  of  treasury* 
notes  into  an  equal  sum  of  6  per  cent,  stock, 
room  would  be  made  for  a  further  issue  of 
treasury  notes — the  finances  would  also  be 
relieved  by  releasinc:  government  from  the 
obligation  to  pay  off  tlifeir  notes  at  a  fixed 
day,  apd  the  ways  ami  means,  whether  from 
loans  or  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  mil¬ 
lions,  which  would  have  been  required  for 
that  purpose,  would  be  left  at  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  government. 

Is,  then,  the  objection  correct,  which  al¬ 
leges  that  no  adequate  pnblir  advantage  will 


fuable,  and’  no  more  so,  than  it  was  before 
such  transfer.  Government  will  be  obliged 
to  make  the  same  annual  provision  to  pay 
the  interest  after  the  transfer  as  before.  The 
public  credit,  which,  after  employing  all 
the  cabalistical  words  and  manoeuvres  of 
stockjobbers,  always  did,  and. always  will, 
depend  upon  the  ways  and  means,  or  the 
ability  of  government,  to  fulfil  its  engage¬ 
ments,  or  to  pay  its  debts  in  equivalent  va¬ 
lues,  will  be  little,  if  at  all  affected  by  a 
transfer  of  stock  from  individuals  to  a  cor¬ 
poration  within  the  country,  e8j)ecially  as 
these  transfers  are  to  be  made  at  ditferent 
times,  and  at  periods  of  consklerable  dis¬ 
tance  from  each  other.  The  same  dfebt 
would  continue  to  exist,  yielding^  the  same 
divitlends  and  representing  the  same  sum  of 
American  capital  as  it  now  represents.  No 
addition  to  domestic  capital  would  be  made 
by  this  operation. — If  it  releases  the  capital 
of  A  who  sells  the  stock,  it  will  employ  the 
capital  of  B,  who  purchases  it;  and  the 
only  difference  wilfbe,  that  A  becomes  the 
owner  of  disposable  capital,  which  before 
belonged  to  B.  . 

The  raising  of  the  price  of  slocks  may 
prove  beneficial  to  a  government  in  two 
ways,  if  it  wants  to  Imrrow ;  the  permanent, 
not  the  casual',  raising  of  the  prices  of  the 
stock  market,  will  enable  it  to  sell  new 
stock  dearer.  If  foreigners  come  into  the 
market,  the  raising  of  its  price  increases 
tl^e  money  which  must  be  brought  into  the 
country  to  purchase  stocks.  It  was  to  meet 
the  latter  case,  that  an  operation  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  Col.  Hamilton,  which  proved 
to  a  limited  degree  advantageous.  But  al¬ 
though  government  desires  to  obtain  loans, 
it  is  not  |)robable  that  any  permanent  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  public  credit  would  have 
been  produced  by  the  transfer  of  a  given 
sum  of  the  war  stock  to  the  bank,  esjHJCial- 
ly  w  hen  the  deep  wound  given  to  the  public 
credit,  by  the  extraordinary  terms  upon 
which  the  late  loans. were  negotiated,  is 
considered.  More  favourable  times' a  re¬ 
vival  of  industry  and  of  commerce ;  an  im¬ 
proved  state  of  the  finances,  with  a  public 
income  commensurate  to  the  public  expen¬ 
ditures,  are  necessary  to  the  revival  and  re¬ 
establishment  of  the  public  credit. 

The  discrimination  which’ is  proposed  to 
be  carried  still  further  than  the  bill  carries 
it,  in  favour  of  the  war  stock,  is  impolitic. 
Were  government‘at  liberty,  for  its  own  ad¬ 
vantage,  (a  case  not  now  existing,)  to  make 
wth  dberimination,  the  holders  of  war  stock 
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arise  from  the  subscription  of  treasury  notes 
to  the  bank  ? 

The  third  objection  alleges,  that  the  bank 
is  under  no  legal  compulsion  to  afford  that 
full  aid  and  oo-operation  to  government, 
xvhich  the  message  declares  to  be  both  in¬ 
dispensable  and  necessary  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  finances,  the  bank  being 
neither  obliged  to  make  temporary  nor  per¬ 
manent  loans  to  government. 

Temporary  loans  to  government,  in  ad¬ 
vance  or  anticipation  of  taxes,  are  without 
doubt  among  the  chief  advantages  that  go¬ 
vernment  derives  from  a  national  bank ;  as 
portions  of  the  annual  expenditure  are  re¬ 
quired  to  be  made  before  the  taxes  are  col¬ 
lected,  the  bank,  with  mutual  advantage  to 
itself  and  the  government,  is  commonly 
able  to  make  the  advances  wanted  for  this 
purpose,  waiting  for  their  repayment  until 
the  taxes  come  in. 

In  ordinary  times  every  bank  of  circula¬ 
tion  finds  its  interest  in  affording  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  this  accommodation;  which  is 
madef,  pursuant  to  the  correct  maxims  of 
commercial  credit,  being  a  loan  made  upon 

good  pledges”  or  undoubted  security, 
which  at  a  fixed,  and  no  distant  period,  will 
repay  it. 

But  it  must  bfwevident  that  such  advances 
in  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  which  are 
to  be  re|)aid  by  them,  can  be  made  only 
upon  the  faith  that  the  currency  in  which 
the  taxes  are  paid,  will  be  of  equal  value 
with  that  in  which  the  bank  makes  its  ad¬ 
vances. 

If,  as  in  the  instance  of  this  bank,  its 
notes  are  convertible  into  specie,  and  the 
taxes  are  payable  either  in  them  or  a  go¬ 
vernment  paper,  which  is  at  a  discount,  no 
one  will  suppose  that  the  bank  can,  in  such 
case,  make  advances  to  government,  and 
receive  in  payment  thereof,  the  depreciated 
paper  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid. 

If  the  bill  passes,  the  bank  must  redeem 
its  notes  with  cash ;  the  taxes  will  be  re¬ 
ceivable  in  bank  notes  or  treasury  notes  ; 
the  latter  being  at  a  discount,  the  taxes 
will  be  paid  in  them.  Ought  any  one  to 
oxpect  that  the  bank  will  advance  to  go¬ 
vernment  a  million  of  dollars  in  its  notes, 
as  an  anticipation  of  the  land  tax,  and  re¬ 
ceive  in  payment  a  million  of  dollars  in 
treasury  notes,  which  may  be  at  a  discount 
of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.  ?  Is  it  not  plain 
that  instead  of  receiving  a  compensation  for 
the  loan,  the  bank  would  in  such  case  suffer 
a  positive  loss,  equal  to  the  depreciation  of 
the  treasury  notes  ? 


It  results,  that  neither  this  bank,  fior  ktif 
other,  whose  notes  are  of  greater  value,  a# 
a  currency,  than  treasury  notes  can  make 
advances  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  payable 
in  treasury  notes. 

The  objection,  therefore,  against  the 
bank  amounts  to  this,  that  it  cannot  do, 
what  can  only  be  done  by  a  bank,  which  is 
released  from  those  indispensable  restraints, 
without  which  no  bank  can  with  safety  be 
established. 

This  objection  goes  further ;  and  urges 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  because  the  bank 
is  not  obliged  to  make  permanent  loans  to 
government.  No  bank  doing  business, 
upon  securities  of  short  dates,  can  make 
permanent  loans,  and  all  banks  of  circula¬ 
tion  are  obliged  to  require  such  securities. — 
If  any  exception  to  this  rule  exist,  it  can 
only  be  for  moderate  sums.  Banks,  acting 
upon  the  principle,  that  each  advance  must 
be  upon  a  security  or  pledge,  which,  at  a 
short  date,  enables  the  bank  to  recall  its  ad¬ 
vance,  are  called  commercial  banks.  Those 
which  make  loans  of  long  duration,  or  of  a 
permanent  character,  do  so  with  a  reliance 
solely  upon  the  public  credit  and  w’ithout 
the  specific  pledges,  demanded  by  banks  of 
circulation,  and  which  enable  them  to  reco¬ 
ver  their  money?  in  all  cases  of  failure-—' 
These  are  called  financial,  or  governmental 
banks.  So  long  as  hanks  confine  their  bu¬ 
siness,  whether  with  governments  or  with 
individuals,  to  the  maxims  of  commercial 
credit,  receiving  for  their  advances  notes 
and  bills  of  undoubted  credit,  and  payable 
at  early  perio<ls,  or  pledges  of  specific  funds 
or  effects ;  so  long  are  they  of  advantage  to 
governments  as  well  *3  to  individuals  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  kind  of  business  requiring 
the  aid  of  credit. 

But  all  experience  has  proved,  and  the 
examples  are  numerous  throusrhout  Europe, 
and  as  is  believed  without  a  single  excep¬ 
tion,  that  whenever  banks  become  what  is 
called  financial  hanks,  making  permanent 
loans  upon  the  mere  pledge  of  the  public 
faith,  when  they  become  the  mints  employ¬ 
ed  by  governments  to  fabricate  paper  to 
such  amount,  as  often,  and  for  such  periods 
as  their  wants  frequently  recurring,  and  al¬ 
ways  urgent,  demand  ;  they  never  fail  to 
accomplish  an  extensive  revolution  in  per¬ 
sonal  property,  sometimes  produce  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  debts,  and  after  preying  upon  the 
credulous  and  unprotected,  end  in  their  own, 
and  the  nationals  bankruptcy. 

It  has  been  8upTK)sed  that  the  bank  of 
England  is  a  financial  bank,  an  excen- 
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tion  from  this  conclusion ;  it  would  require 
much  time  and  detail  to  give  a  correct  idea 
of  the  operations  of  this  bank*  All  that 
will  now  be  said  in  reply  to  this  suggestion, 
is,  that  whoever  takes  the  requisite  pwns 
to  understand  the  origin,  progross^  maxims 
and  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  bank  of  England,  whether  with  govern¬ 
ment  or  individuals,  will  become  satisfi¬ 
ed  that  it  transacts  its  business  strictly  upon 
the  principles  and  rules  of  cooMnercial  cre¬ 
dit  :  and  that  because  it  does  so,  and  for 
that  reason  only,,  it  has  been  enabled' to 
afford  the  aid'  which  it  has  done  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  private,  and  commercial  credit  of  the 
nation. 

It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  it  is  no 
sufficient  objection  to  this  bill,  that  it  does 
not  oblige  the  bank  to  make  large  loans  to 
government;  since  to  compel  a  bank  to  m:ike 
such  loans,  upon  the  pledge  of  the  public 
faith,  or  u|K)n  depreciated  public  securities, 

,  especially  when  the  bank  is  released  from 
the  obligation  to  make  specie  payments, 
would  be  to  require  it  to  repeat  the  experi¬ 
ment  so  often  made  in  different  forms,  both 
at  Wme  and  abroad,  which  has  every 
where  and  always  failed,  and  which  en¬ 
lightened  economists  will  all  unite  to  con¬ 
demn. 

Lastly,  it  is  ohjectetl,  that  tlie  bank  can¬ 
not  be  relied  upon  during  the  war,  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  circulating. medium. 

No'^bank  which  is  obliged  to  redeem  its 
notes  with  specie,  can  in-  the  present  state 
of  commerce,  credit  and  alarm,  issue  the 
same  beyond  a  very  limited' sum. 

If  to  the  distrust' which  the  war,  and  a 
real,  or  supposed  scarcity  of  specie,  create, 
be  united  an  unusual  demand  for  specie  to 
be  hoarded,  or  sent  abroad  to  compensate 
unfavourable  balances  of  trade,  in  ‘  lieu  of 
the  produce  usually  exported  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  ;*an(l  if  at  the  same  time  a  considerable 
depreciation  of  the  public  credit  takes 
pikce ;  a  case  will  exist,  in  which  banks 
of  circulation  are  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of.  either  a  total  auspen^on  of  business ;  or 
such  an-  abridgment  of  it,. as  to  render  them 
incapable  of  circulating  their  notes  in  quan¬ 
tities  commensurate  to  the  public  demands. 

*  The  objection,  therefore,  is  not  against 
the  structure  of  the  bank,  but  against  the 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of 
the  public  credit,  which  may  compel  the 
bank  to  curtail  its  circulation.. 

'  In  effect,  the  objection  amounts  to  the 
confession,  that  no  bank  which  confines  its 


business  to  the  only  safe  and  practical  tes^ 
of  a  pa|)er  circulation,  will,  or  can  aflSard 
im[)ortant  aid,  in  the  fumbhing  of  a  circu* 
lating  medium,  in  times  and  circumstances 
like  the  present :  that  no  bank,  except  one,, 
which  b  released  from  the  obligation  to  pay. 
its-  notes  in  specie,  can  now  afford  a  circii* 
lating  medium ;  in  a  word,  that  none  but  a 
bank  which  would  circulate  a  depreciated 
currency,  and  which  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  create,  ought  now  to  be  establbhed. 

It  might  suffice  to  have  shown,  that  ihe^ 
president's  objections  ought  not  to*  prevent 
this  bill’s  becoming  a  law  : — but  a  few 
words  may  be  added  concerning  the*  bilL* 
The  amount  of  the  capital^of  the  bank  has 
already  been  mentioned.  Its  duties  and 
general  pro^sions  are  conformable  to  those 
of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States ;  they 
have  had  a  fair  trial,  and  have  been  appro¬ 
ved  ;  whatever  that  bank  could  have  done,, 
this  would  be  able  to  do and  advantages 
such  as  it  affbrtled'  to  government  .in  the 
management  of 'the  hnanees,  this  bank  would 
in  due  time  be  equally,  or  more  ca'^ble 
affording. 

It  has  not  been  contended;  that  at  this 
time,  owing  tO'  the  conditions* of'  the  finan¬ 
ces,  and' credit  of  the  United  States,  aswell 
as  to  the  general  stagnation  of  trader  and 
the  distrust  of  every  kind  of  credit;  any  saf^ 
bank  that  might  now  be  established,  eouki 
afford  to  government  or  to  individuals^ 
much,  or  important  assistance  by  loans^ 
even  of  a  temporary  kind. 

But  the  agency  of  this  bank  would  now 
be  of  service  to  government ;  whatever  ifc 
should  be  able  to  do,  would  be  well  done.. 
Its  operations  would  all  be  solid,  and  oT 
standard  character;  its  bunness  must  be 
limited,  but  it  would  be  safe  and  exempla¬ 
ry  f  and  witlr  regard*  to  every  other  moneyed 
ingtitution,  conducting .  iU  affairs  hoaestly^ 
it  would  cherish  and'  sustain  it. 

.  Moreover,  by  the  establishment  of  this, 
bank  upon  sound  and' approved*  maxims,  al¬ 
though  it  may  not  now  do,  what  no  safe 
bank  can  do,  much  good,  it  will  do  no  in¬ 
jury*.  It  will  not  contribute  still  further  to 
depreciate  public  and  pri vate. credit ;  and 
during  the  term  of  its  charter,  it  will  pre¬ 
vent,  a  circumstance  worth  much,  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  bank  upon  false  and'  dan¬ 
gerous  principles.  On  the  return  of  peace^ 
the  agency  and  influence  of  this  hank  will 
become  invaluable  in  the  recovery  and  re¬ 
establishment  of  the  credit  and  finances  of 
the  nation.  . 
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Fcwr  these  reagohs,  therefore,  which  had ' 
their  influence  in’ the  passage  of  the  bill  by 
the  congress,  and  the  force  of  which  remains 
not  only  uhdiminished,  but  the  latter  of  them 
is  increased  by  the  objections  made  by  the 
presklentv  it  U  earnestly’ to  be  wished,  al¬ 
though  scarcely  to  be  hoped,  that  the  bill 
may  become  a  law. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  president  is  incomparably  the 
most  important.  It  is  this,  which  opens 
and  interprets  the  object  desired  to  be  at¬ 
tained  by  the  rejection  of  this  hill.  Con¬ 
gress  are  here  admonished  hy  the  president 
to  make  haste  “  to  substitute'’  (in  lieu  of 
the  bill)  “  a  more  comm^^nsurate  and  cer¬ 
tain  provision  for  the  public  exigencies.” 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  after 
alluding  to  the  exigent  and  perilous  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  country,  after  insinuating  to  con¬ 
gress  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  the  resources  of  the  treasury  were  ex¬ 
hausted,  that  extraordinary  succour  from 
loans  were  no  more  attainable,  that  a  bank 
Created  upon  safe  and  approved  principles, 
could  aflbrd  no  public  assistance;  plainly 
intimates,  that  paper  money,  and  only  paper 
money,  will,  or  can  assist  the  nation  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  this  be 
so,  if  by  the  neglect  and  mismanagement  of 
the  finances  and  profusion  in  the  public  ex¬ 
penditures,  the  country  is  already  reduced 
to  this  situation,  and  the  president  announ¬ 
ces  the  same  to  congress,  will  they  prove 
themselves  the  faithful  friends  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  unless  they  seasonably  apprize  them  of 
the-  fact,  how  ever  humiliating  ? 

If  paper  money  be  necessary,  avow  it, 
prepare  it,  issue  it;  but  under  every  caution 
and  guanl  w  hich  can  be  devised  to  mitigate 
its  evils. 

All  experience,  public  and  persohal,  de¬ 
monstrates  that  every  obiect  is  attained 
with  more  certainty  and  greater  advantage, 
by  a  direct  than  by  an  indirect  course. 

Why,  then,  will  congress  by  the  creation 
and  employment  of  a  bank,  attempt  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  actual  condition  and  real  object? 
Why  establish  a  bank,  which  dealing  only  i 
in  paper,  will  fabricate,  and  lend  as  many  ! 
millions  as  congress’  may  desire  to  borrow  ?  | 
Why  pay  to  this  bank  an  interest  of  six  per' 
cent,  for  the  loan  of  their  notes,  which,  in 
no  single  ingredient  will,  or  ought  to  be 
thought,  to  be  of  greater  value  than  treasu¬ 
ry  notes.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
much  natural  sagacity,  and  will  not  long 
be  deceived  by  this  or  any  similar  contri¬ 


vance.  Rather  devise  an  improved  scheihe 
for  the  immediate  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
let  them  be  convertible  at  pleasure  into  a 
public  stock,  bearing  a  high  interest,  fund 
this  stock  by  pledging  speciGc  taxes  to  pay 
the  interest ;  the  credit  of  this  currency  will 
be  better  than  that  of  the  notes  of  such  a 
bank  as  it  is  desired  should  be  created. 

If  a  paper  circulation  alone  will  enable 
us  to  defend  the  country,  prepare  and  make 
use  of  if ;  but  spare  us  the  expense  of  pay¬ 
ing  interest  for  it  to  a  company,  whose  fa¬ 
culties,  without  our  contributions,  will  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  make  dividends  eijual  to  their 
utmost  desires. 


Marshals  Office,  } 
New-York,  Feb.  9th,  1815.  ^ 
(COPY) 

In  consequence  of  the  following  letter  from 
the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  the  marshal 
has  liberated  the  fire  seamen  lately  saved  from 
the  wreck  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Sylph  ;  and 
such  of  them  as  are  disposed  to  go  to  Halifax 
will  be  sent  there  by  the  cartel  Jane  and  Mar¬ 
tha,  which  will  depart  for  that  place  in  the 
coiii’se  of  a  few  days. 

Office  of  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,, 
Washington,  February  ls^  1815. 

Sir — I  have  seen  in  the  iVational  fiiteiligen- 
cer  of  this  date,  under  the  New-York  head,  (to 
which  1  beg  leave  to  refer  you)  aji  account  of  the 
shipwreck  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Sylph,  on 
the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  under  circumstan¬ 
ces  afflicting  to  humanity,  by  which  the  ^reatt  r 
part  of  the  crew  Were  lost,  and  that  a  purser  and 
some  few  men  were  saved  by  the  benevolent  and 
spirited  exertions  of  the  inhabitants.  \ 

111  war,  as  in  peace,  calamities  like  thijp  give  a’ 
claim  to  the  survivors  on  the  hospitality  yid  pix>- 
tection  of  the  country  on  whose  shores  they 
may  be  cast.  It  is  not  the  desire  ef  this  govern¬ 
ment  to  consider  as  prisoners  of  war  unfortunate 
‘men  who  thus  come  into  its  power. 

If  the  facts  be  stated  correctly,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  provide  the  seamen  with  what  may 
be  necessary  for  their  subsistence  and  comfort, 
and  to  liberate  them  without  exchange,  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  purser  being  a  non-combatant, 
under  any  circumstances,  is  entitled  to  be  re¬ 
turned  in  that  way. 

If  this  reaches  you  in  time  to  send  them  to 
Halifax  by  the  British  cartel  now  at  New-York, 
you  are  requested  to  do  so,  otherwise  to  convey 
them,  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done,  by  a 
flag  to  one  of  the  ships  off  your  harbour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedi¬ 
ent  servant,  .  '  J-  MASON. 

Gen.  John  Smith,  marshal  of  the 

’  state  of  Netv-York. 
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